Beecher native caters for Newman/Haas Racing

by Lorn Wiisenlierger

Laura Cooper never thoughl
she have & job ns a cook.

“I sever in my life worked in
a kitchen said the 28-year-old
Beecher mative, “When 1 1old
frcnds what | wis going i o,
they suid, “Whitt are you getting
yaurself inta?™

Then sgain, Cooper doesn't
work in amy ordinary  kilch-

et Her kitéhen is located in .

Indianapelis, Ind.; Monterey,
Mexico; Toronto, Caneda and
wherever else e mcing circui
takes her Cooper 32 a catering
assistant for the NewmuonHaas
Racing Team: “Newman™ us i
movie siar Paul X ewiman.

Girease s in Cooper's hlond but
it russ more glong the somo-
tive lines than the ¢ulinary. Her
father owned an awle pans store
and  her Brother s i mechanic
foar the David Letermman/Bolkhy
Rihal rwcing fean,
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toy the track coald not fand At its ocdginal destination bocavse of a
crack in the helipad. The chopper was rerouted bot no one on the
Newman team knew where, Fortunately, Cuoper had seen ancther
helipad while she was grocery shopping, Team members hopped
in 2 vehicle and, guided only by Cooper’s vagne recollection of the

helipad location, they rushed oft to coflect the movic star. They were

just a few steps ahead of the TV cameru crews who were also trying
to find Newntun's arrival site. Finding the helipad, Cooper said the

owner of the most fanous blue eyes in movies rushed off of the heli-

copler, gave her a hug and said, "Welcome to the zam.”

Mewman, frequently accompunied by his wile, Joanme Woodward,
attends every race and spends the entire weekend, Cooper called the
movie star g “normal guy but with a quirky sense of hunor”
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BEECHER NATIVE Laura Cooper poses with movie star Paul
Mewman. Cooper |8 a catering assistant for the Newman/Haas

set up (urniture, shop for gro-
ceries angl starl prepping food,
The red tewm - meluding Pagl
MNewman himsel = Mies in fote
on Thugsday, The hospitality tent
Is open fo the racing teum, the
pit crew and guests. Cooper said
the hospitality teum ¢ooks for an
averuae of LOD people per meal}
she and Mary-Lin Murphy do all
the comsking,

"She taught me cvervthing |
know {uboul cooking),” Cooper
sasd

Drrivers need lois of cnergy
far the rice so they get speciud
meals that are high o carboby
drates. The rest of the ceew and
their guests get fond that Cooper
called "American: fure such
as sirloin steaks and plenty of
selectons from Newman's line
ot Moo products.

Meeting celebritios (s o of
the perks of working on the hos.
p ity crew, Clooper sabl shie buis
el Toin Cruise, BHrioce Willis
and Sir Paul MeCiriney. Sl
waad ber tndroduction 6 Mewnim
cane i mermnoethle wiy du
b her Fifst rce

Mhe fewm was 15 Monterey
Ml e when the waoril clie il
ther ehwcpee budmeae e el

Soo NEWMAN poge

“He's probably the most generous guy,” she said.

His generosity included sending Cooper to New York City for
the premiete of “Road to Perdition.” the movie starring Newman
and Tom Hanks that was shot in and around Beecher. Cooper said
Newrman kept leaving the red carpet whens the other celebritics con-
gregated and minghing with the “nobodies.”

In spite of the travel and the brushes with celebrities, Cooper
said this might be her last year on the hospitality crew. Since il is
cost prohihitive to send the crew to races overscas she works only
cight or nine races a year and she wants a full-time job. Now living
in Elkhan Lake, she has an eveat planning company called Cooper
Congulting, She said she would like 1w remain in auto racing, per-
haps in chent relations where she would work with team sponsors,

Even 5o, Cooper said it would be hard for her tor leave racing and

the hospitality teum.

“The team is like family,” she said. “One huge family oo the

enviaed.”



